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Comite des Forges, a conspiracy of armament manufac-
turers. There is nothing like a myth to rouse the fanatic-
ism of the masses, and secure their blind devotion.
The conflict between these great forces, Germanism
and Semitism, fills Mein Kampfwith considerations which,
though often vague, are always compelling, and which
have no doubt done far more for the success of the book
than the few lucid pages which may here and there be
found in it. It is those quasi-metaphysical considerations,
wherein we recognize distorted versions of the doctrines
of Nietzsche and Gobineau, which account for most of
Hitler's reactions to the essential problems by which the
German nation is confronted.
The first, which concerns those Germans who are
politically outside the Empire, is the union under one
flag and in one spirit, with everything and everybody
that is German, Austria first of all. The Jews, he declared,
were predominant in the Hapsburg Monarchy, and that
is why he hates the older dynasties. For two centuries,
he says, they have always failed in their essential duties
to the German race. As for the other races of German
blood and German speech, Hitler is not disposed to
commit himself, and his ideas have suddenly and singu-
larly taken on an opportunism in marked contrast to the
mysticism which coloured their beginning. Thus he
explicitly condemns the claims which some Germans
persist in putting forward to that part of the Tyrol which
is under Italian rule. The outstanding object is to join
up with Austria. There must be no risk of a misunder-
standing with Italy, of whom Germany might stand in
need (besides, Hitler declares himself an admirer of
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